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A Remarkable Account of a Liver^ appearingOhn- 
diiloiis to the Eye '^ communicated by W John 
Brown, Chirurgeon of %'- Thomas's Hofpitall in 
Southwarkj in a Letter to me of the SQcra^rys 
of the Royal Society. 

Sir, 

Send you here the figure of the Liver of an Hydro- 
pical Perfon, a Patient of o\xx Hofpitall, (as it was 
accurately taken by M' Faithorn,) which I thought io 
curious as to be worthy the notice of the J^oyal Society, 
and therefore have prefumed to communicate it to you. 
The Perfon was about 2j'years of age, a Soldier in 
one of his Majeiiys Regiments here in Town ; who 
contracted his diftemper by drinking much water, 
when he could not flirr from his duty , and catching 
cold at nights in being upon the guard: He was under 
the care of our Phyficians for fome time, by whofedi- 
redions his fwellings did by times abate; but afterwards 
it was obierved, that the method which had been be- 
neficiall to others, had not here the like fuccefs, his 
tvyeiliiigs returning upon him as b'eforci fo that there 
¥;as nothing more now to be thought of, but zFara-- 
tenthefis } which operation however we judged very ha- 
zardous, by reafonofthe time of the year ^and for that 
the Patient was Very much emaciated ^ yet he being fo 
much fweli'd, that it was uneafy to him to ly in his 
bed, he importun d us very often, and with great ear- 
neftnefs, that the Operation might be performed. Where- 
upon we taking Hippocrates rule, In cafu ancipiti prce- 
fiat ^emedium anceps, quam nullum 5 and thinking it 
better to attempt a cure that might be but barely pol- 
lible, then to abandon him to the certain expectation 
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of deaths a Faraemthe/s by the Phyficians confent 
and dire€tions , was made by me the fourteenth 
oi Nev ember laft paft, whereby we drew from the Pa- 
tient about 3 pints of Brinilh Liquor, and within 4 
days after as much more, the next day morning he 
dyes, and his death as was found upon difledtion, was 
partly occalioned by a mortification upon his Scrotum 
and Feups. 

This Operation was performed to the fatisfadion of 
the Phyficians and Chirurgeons that faw it, and by it 
the Patient had fome eafe for the prefent. 

Upon opening the body, 1 believe I took out about 
24 quarts of water 5 he had a large inflammation upon 
the Peritonceum s all his other inward parts not much 
difafFeded, except the Liver s which now I am going 
to defcribeto you. 

Its magnitude was not extraordinary , but rather 
feemed lefs then ufuall, but that which was very re- 
markable (and I think the like cafe fcarce ever obferv- 
ed by any Juthor^iand feems much to confirm the 
opinion of the Learned Malpighms^ is this \ It confift- 
ed in its concave, convex, and inward parts o^ glands, 
which (with the Veflells) made up the whole fubftance 
thereof j thde glands contained a yellowifli Ichor, like 
fo many FuJiuU, and was I fuppofe part of the bilious 
humor lodged in the fame, tho otherwife the Liver 
between the glands was of its ufuall reddifli colour. 
In the bladder of Gall, we found a foft friable ftone, 
but otherwife nothing confiderabfe further in that part. 
The Liver was opened before the Phyficians of our Hop 
fitall D"" Damkins, and D'^ Briggs, as alfo D^ 'Jyp^> 
and others who had the curiofity to fee its at which 
place Mr Fat thorn was like wife, who then took that 
draught which I now prefent to you ; fo that this be- 
ing attefted by fo good Judges, I need add no more 
but that this Cafe by them ail was thought worthy to 
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be prefented to your excellent Society, which therefare 
at their requeft I have adventured to do , hoping you 
will favourably interpret this prefumption of, 

December iph^ 

Tom faithfuU Servam 
itfSjt London. 

J.BROWNE. 

j4 Defcription of the cut of the Liver, £fr. 
Vid. Tab, 3. Fig. i. 
A. A. A. 5 Defer ibes the Glands in the concave part 

"I of the lefler lobe ^f the Liver » 
JB. B. B. Defcribes the Glands in the concave part 

of the greater lobe of the £/z/^r i which 
were of diflferent magnitudes, tho in ge- 
nerall they were nauch lefs in the lefler, 
then in the greater, 
C C. C. C J Defcribes the inward part of the greater 

I lobe of the Liver as it was divided. 
2>. D, D. D. D.r Are feveral black fpecks that appeard in- 
ferred in thokGlands^ which were proba- 
bly from the divarications of the Veffels, 
being divided upon opening this lobe. 
Jl J The Feficula FeUts^ which was of a gree- 

l nifli colour. 
jF. J The Vena Porta tyed up with the DuBm 

iBiliarius, &c. 
G. \h particular fett of Glands lodged be- 

i tween the fame and r#/^^ C^t/^. 
H. Vena Cava. 

L Part oith^Ligamentum Sufpenforium. 
I do noi: here prefent you with the convex part of the 
Liver ^ it being in every refpecS:, the fame with the con 
cave part of both lobes as to its Glands here defcriJbed, 
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